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19 June 1944
Tot . The Ghief ‘of the Burom of Medioine and Surgery,
Ravy Dopartnant, Wuhington, D.C.
Viag - The Oomnnding Ofﬁ.ocr. o A
Subjectt Personnel om;aluu Ocourm 4n the Line of Duty,
o Bﬁporb ot. '

Reference: 'Paoifio rleet I.oeter 914-%.
10;2?5 s - Dﬂ.u‘ '''' S Jm 15’ 19&-“& : ’ ‘ ‘ ’ '
: Placet - - Western slopes of’ & moun itop. bearing
L w m mm 0080 Haval Al Sution’
* Kaneohs Bay,: T.H. ’ diatance Iour (&) miles.

Ratures , ,
Causey = . s
oL ‘thQ Kmtu B”’ T‘Hb’ m‘ ‘t abont 0850
. ‘oo June 18, 294k, B

5o Dlzpositlon of Raﬁﬁin Piooo of left. 1og s burd.ed at
e 4 m ‘of" cruh. :
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. ’ EQRC
Lieut, Oomdr., m.«,usun

FIRST T

| | _mm» 944
Fromt - Thé Commsnding Officer. = = . T e
To @ .~ The. Ohiof of the Bureau of l(odici.m and Surgex'y.

1. Forwarded. |

COmmander, U.8. Navy '
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8ines I last wrote you we have ottzined some izditicasl informatien
about Varry whish I am forwsrding ¢o you as promised, Unfortumately, i% preves.
rether definitely our worst fesr, namaly that Harry was killed,
o Poxr doys agn the wretkage of Herry's plsne was found on the top of
8 sedrtain appreximately four miles from the ares in wiich Harry and the otbey
' "in e Llight wers conducting thair treining., A4s 2000 s I reseived this
miloa I presesded with a salvage party to the scene of the sceldest te
- sheek the Ldeatity of the plane and sttempt to find what I could abowh Hawzy
hizself. The plamv itself was bedly brokea up amd scattered over a laige a¥es, .
Yary of the parts were buried in the growsd, All ovidense peisted te tha -
- oenslusion thad the plans st he mowmatsd with terrific forse, We gemwekdd
earefully Urough the wreskags But were adls to find caly emeigh $e
i hat wheo it ermshod. ‘
sation of Uarry was possible, the Neyy

e8. Bowover, from a pardly N
der hixm aw Mving hesn Xilled., Tiewe &'
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OOMI'IGHTBOH 20 SECNAV 20 JURE 944 162530 N( B
HABRY (N) ‘ ' } ERSIGN AVN USEI’R AGTIVE DUTY

M1 SSIFG DURIKG TRAINING FLIGHT IN VICINITY OF NAS KANEOHE 15 JUNE 1944 ABOUT 0850

LOCAL TIME, F6F-3 PLANE, BUREAU NUMBER 41424, ENGINE NUMBER §-14006, PILOT WAS

NOT HEARD FROM OR SEEN AFTER THE NEXT T0 m LAST OF A SERIES OF INDIVIDUAL PRACTECE
DIVES FOR 20 DEGREES DIVE ANGLE CALIBRATION BY 8 PLANES. OEILING WAS 1200 FEET
8/10 BROKEN WITH TOPS OF CLOUDS %0 7000 FEET, PRESUMED TO. HAVE CRASHED IN

. MOUNTAIN AREA BACK OF KANEOHE WHILE UNDER INSTRUMENT GORDITIONS. AND WHILE CLIMBING
T0 REGAIN ALTITUDE FOR LAST DIVE. NOFMAT OVERCAST CONDITION OF MOUNTAIN TOPS
PRECLUDES ImEmm THOROUGH SEARCH OF THIS AREA BY PLANE. SEARCH OF ALL

ACCESSIBLE AREAS CONTINUES. ‘

LIKE OF DUTY NOT MISCONDUCT NEXT OF KIN FATHER HARRY WARNKE 616 CAROLINA STREET

GARY IFDIANA MISSING
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dive, Xosign WARMKY hapded roughly about S Prue

slwaruaiar B 4 from ths ueulty of the targst for nid b

g} aceiveny / 12 Tua and while on this huding Bs entgred

< T rl- NTaGr LaCw CMIBL °T.l'cl“v
"‘l i 1“ n (lm .’M?~) Wy, mary T
Zl - "-:'.‘..-....... .:.—.-mme- AIRCRAFY TROQUBLE ANALYSIY
y sy n' Vewiinary T e 1 N 1 1.Y3 e TALCY N
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W‘Ntﬂ.lm_ ‘
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[ 9 TR L VWL Y m.}_., - 1pTalL NOUAS _539 FTOCTT
21vpus MLmial SLLPAD o — o o e ' el el - GZ: wehir
wovnatal . A . ‘A\‘;‘(,a — 4"")'“6'
T LT T eia s inie remsomae ~ | ro.
Waxn) 2, with s DUight of sight planss for dive call
Yons Dretion and &y rockst yons on & target in the
Kznacha Bay Ares, tock off frow NAS, Baxber's Pt.
Oabu, TJi. Tbe wxpreise compenced gt 0215 with
planss mking Individual rahs at & tely 15
seocnd ‘intervels, A1l ¢ives were 20° and started
[ frem- 3000 with pulleouts at 300'. After sach
jdlve, the.targel shacunced each flane's dive angle
Ui etiabling the” f1ight 1eder 10 keep check ca *
. [l plaznes, MaTuke medy four;(4) rwme.&nd 1a be-
. o : Jured 10:bave erished. whils iclimbing thxoueh an
. lovarcast 1o regain poattion for the pext rmu, The
. r( ‘ sTash oscsTed ‘aprroximtely ab 0250 on Xawud
——ﬁ.—w- R Poak which riges 2800¢ and bears 2,2° T, & lig: .
sncasss 3220 VI —— Lfrog Kapechs, TDe weather was siX to seven temths.
et o et T .J !432%2.. (6 to 7/10) brokan cumulus yith bages st 12000 .
=y OEACHE - etuans extending to 7000F, Xt 45 ths opinion of the troub]

! Al.rcn.ft totally demalished,

ion
board that Warnke, due to Alfrienlt elowd
FLowt sight coutast of the Plane ahesd and i
wille eliabing on mhuvntn
My, R, Cpinivoa;
(.) That o3 bls recovery from Ble fourty (d4)
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(®) Mt while Ir the overcast Insicn VARMEE kept & wtrafght

heacing under ine r.ment conditions an’ elimbed te about 2600
Zeet wner the topk of the mountaing wudierYy AppesTed gt eloag
Taage, ’ .

067 TRt Ln arder Lo Avoid Ditiing these mouniali tops M o
Lacien ¥s

#ailed up ehrrply and while doing 00 QLesf 8 the
BIUALALY LOF bul {nadveriently puld big Fient ir £ cpir aaé =
;tru::l: 3he oiher tidce 97 the mountatn Ir g berp Cive o biy [ T
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REG. LAS IFIED ity covemss

From: Comander, Fighting Squa.dron TWENTY., ' '
To ¢ Commdér-in-cmer UNLTED STATES FLEET. . . . . S - - A
 Via @ Coma.ndor, AMr Group 'r'dmn. . ST : 5
Subject: - VWar Dia.ry" - submies_.on of. o . Lak

Reference: (a) Com,nch Atr. FFY/ Al2-‘ 1/A16-3, Seriel 7152 of 29 Octover 1943.
(b) PacF1t- Conf. 1tr. 201.,-1,,1, of 1 Jamuary 1944.

1. In ca'npliance with rererence (2) and reference (b), the following -
Wer Diary for the per.‘lod 1 June 1944 througk 30 June 1944 is Submtted.
}
" Unit: - 1 . ' : Fighting Squadron 'IVIENTY
Compositiion: ‘ Thirty-six (346) F6F
Fleet: | U.S. Pacific Fleet
Next Higher r,chelon ! ‘ Air Group TIENTY
10 e 19 l : ‘

|
Al mlots of the Sf‘uad:ron qualified in daylight carrier landings
aboard the BEE.JAHIN XANKIIN, {,

15 June 1944 ‘ 5 | )

At 0755 AF Ensign Harry, (n) WARNKR, A-V(N), USIR, (315341), took
of? f{rom U,S. Navel Alr Station, Barbers'_Point, Oehu, T H. in an P6F-3 plane
on a routine training] flight. He was part of 2n eight (8) plane flight which
wes ma¥king:'dry runs op a truck in order to check dive angles as a part of the
syllabus in rocket training. The exe¥cise was béing conducted at Kapaho Point;

. just south.of U, S. Nhval Air Station, Kaneohe. There was a six to seven-tenths
' (b to- 7/10) oro}'en overcast at the time tne bottom of which was 1200 feet. and
/: the top ranging {rom 8500 to ‘6000 feet.
."_sb‘( .. Ensign WARNKE completed!four dives sx.ccessfully but failed to mzke
t-.

his réndezvous after the fourth divei The i'llgnt ‘\eader, -Lieutenant J.D.FETERSHN,
. returned to base with the rémdining planes of ‘the F1ight and reported the missing
nlane. Tnereubon az r. of! searches were made’ in the 'n.cm.ity and om. 17 June
. AG4LY, the wreckage of & ?351gn WARNKE!'s! pL-,ne ; ‘together with a wsmall piecs of ﬂ.es‘n
1 arnd one shoe, wes ;ou.v‘nd m & mauntaa_n top bearing 242° True from U.S.Naval A:u:
, sbauou, Kdneohe) *at k-3 distance ‘of four (&) miless Fositive identificatich Of;
: . Ensign WARNKE was :unpossiblc.('l‘be scattered pleces of the plane vrreckage wer_
ccliected and buried on. the mowrtam top. _ .= >




iy own oyapathy in tro loss of ‘your son, Ensign iurry i, WARLIKE

. Headquarters Squudron
‘Fleet Air Ying TWO
Fleet Post Offico
San Franciseco, Calif,
21 October 1944,

Lh‘. o ry 4\. na.rnke
610 Caroline Strect
Gary, Indiana

Dear Er, Viminke:

This leiter is not written lo reopen an 2ld hurt lut to express

’
Jr. Since it was I who conducted the r.,mu iul service held fer
him, I also write to acqualnt you willi thoso detulls, It s

-

rov, for security¥'s sake, beeun szzilble fur e to write wntil
this tivo,

At eleven <lslock on thie mnorning o1 <& J-_.\., the of lcer
of bis Squuiron et In the Theuter inl o seres liere fcr &
csnapgel., Ajaiust the arl tlue curtains t.*.u wiite al.,nr rtood
central, n il were the customury iZncng; ke yreat truss crose,
the candleciicks, and the flowerz. U cither side were tic Lwo
teautlful cprays t.'::\t Yad teen given T, the Squadron. Tall poi-
ted pelms completad the setting. Tue service ilself was 2 cimole

.
Qo nen

ono, and in order that you may kmow ti.e zpirit of it, I ez en-
closirg the manuscript exactily as it was used.

Ensign Varnke was highly regarded by thoze who knew him, and you
zny certainly feol proud of so fine a son. 1 pray that God snall
make up in love to you end to thoze othiers who were dear to bim
for tue loved obo that you Lave lost.

Sinceroly yours,

T S B

John S, Brown
Chaplain, YEIR,

J3B/axs
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